
December—February 

Dear Friends, 
 
Why this is not the 
worst time of the 
year… 
As some of you will 
know, this is actual-
ly my favourite time 
of the year. From 
mid-September to latish
-January there’s a 
spring in my step, a 
jauntiness in my de-
meanour and flamboy-
ance with every tick in 
any box that specifies 
my age. Yes, Heather is, 
currently, a year older 
than me! 
 
Samaritan’s Purse – 
Shoeboxes 
Christmas started off last week at church 
with 62 carefully packed boxes of love col-
lected so that they can be distributed to 
children who really need evidence that the 
world cares for them and values them. 
There were also very generous donations 
to help cover the transport costs – so thank 
you all very much for those as well. Thank 
you Ruth for coordinating this! 
 
Chrexit 
Christmas is heading our way and it has 
thrown up a little conundrum if you look at 
your calendar.  Christmas being a Monday 
means we could be having 3 services 
(Sunday morning, Midnight then Christmas 

day) within 24 hours and that did not seem 
very sensible or practical.  So the Church 
Meeting recently approved a proposal, a 
proposal so radical we should call it Chrex-
it: that we will not have the normal Sunday 
morning service and will replace that with 
an afternoon service at 4 o’clock. This will 
be a family friendly communion service. 
We will then still have the normal 10:30 
service on Christmas day. 
 
We hope that that will be a time when 
(even I will have finished my last minute 
shopping and) we will all be ready for a bit 
of family calm before Christmas Eve kicks 
in.  So… don’t forget 
Chrexit is coming to 
you this Christmas, 
there won’t be a 
battle bus to remind 
you or to promise you 
£1,000 cash back for 
saying your prayers 
(or singing all 8 verses 
of your favourite carol 
– and you know which 
one that should be!) 
but you will need to 
remember not to turn up at 10:30 on the 
Sunday morning of Christmas Eve!! And 
then do remember to come at four!! 
 
There’s a minister missing from our 
church! 
Advent is the start of the Christian year 
and a time for reflection and planning. On 
which point… many of you will know even 
though George is now long gone, we’re still 
not allowed to go in search of a new minis-

ter, as our Synod is currently “discerning” 
how best to deploy ministers for the cur-
rent (and future) life of the church. The one 
point of certainty is that any future model 
will not be based on a minster called to just 
one church.  So there is a discussion going 
on around Pastoral Partnerships (or groups 
of churches) and the sharing of resources 
across those groups.  We’re already in a 
shared pastorate with Egerton and Red 
Lane, but the maths (I’m not quite sure 
where the Spirit fits into this at the mo-
ment) suggests we’re heading towards 
bigger groupings than that!! 
 
As part of this process the question that is 
being asked of us is, “What does this 
church want from a minister that it can 
only get from a minister?” Now the answer 
to that question can only be answered… by 
you.  And your answer is important, and 
may be totally different to the person you 
sit next to at church. So you will hear that 
question a number of times in the weeks 
and months ahead – you’ve been warned, 
so thinking caps on please!! 
 
For now, have a wonderful Christmas and 
new 2018 
God bless and watch over you, 
Andy and Heather 
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An Advent Prayer 

God of hope, who brought love into this world, 
be the love that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought peace into this world, 
be the peace that dwells between us. 

God of hope, who brought joy into this world, 
be the joy that dwells between us. 

God of hope, the rock we stand upon, 
be the centre, the focus of our lives 

always, and particularly this Advent time. 



BANK TOP CHURCH -  CONTACTS 

Church Telephone 
Number 

  593393 

Minister Vacant  

Church Leader Mr A Guthrie andyguts@gmail.com 591185 

Secretary/Treasurer Mrs V Singleton singletonv@hotmail.com  305401 

Organist – contact Mrs A Smith 693740 

Church Hall Hire Mrs V Singleton  
 

305401 

Pulpit Supply Mrs J Skidmore 307130 

Flower Secretaries Mrs M Flitcroft  
Mrs C Rideout 

 301328 
 596360 

Choir Leader Mrs A Smith 693740 

Newsletter Editor Mrs C Counsell bert.counsell@gmail.com  591284 

Serving Elders V Constantine, Christine Counsell, Andy Guthrie, David 
Canham, Graham Naylor, Carol Rideout, Lyn Ridyard, Val 
Singleton, Julie Skidmore, Alison Spence. 

 

Sunday Worship 10.30am Morning Service and Sunday School 
Church Parade fourth Sunday of month in Jan, Sept, Nov 
and the Sermons. 
Communion during the morning service on the second Sun-
day each month 

 

Guides Monday at 7.30pm (contact Mrs V Constantine) 593034 

Bank Top Brownies Monday at 5.45pm (contact Miss E Farrell) 07770450229 

The Oaks Brownies Tuesday at 6.00pm (contact Caroline Greenen) 592594 

Rainbows Thursday at 6.00pm (contact E Robinson) 415113 

Bank Top Art Group Monday at 1.00pm (contact Mrs V Singleton) 305401 

Mother & Toddlers Tuesday from 9.30am – 11.00am (contact Val Singleton) 305401 

Lace & Craft Group Wednesday 7.00 – 9.00pm (contact: Jean Greer) 594127 

Adult Yoga Tuesday from 7:45pm - 9:15pm (Contact Jenny Dowling) 
 

07578 108676 

Theatre Works Wednesday from  4.00 -5.00 (Contact Lauren Bateman) 07999 634208 

Moosical Fun for your  
Little One 

Thursday at  9-15am -11-15am (contact Jane  ) jane@moo-
music.co.uk 

07808549965 
 

Weight Watchers Wednesday from 9:30 - 12:00 (contact Janet Lomax) 07919 251507 

 
 
 
For Baptisms, (which are held during the Morning Service), Weddings, Funerals, Sick Visiting or  
Home Communion, please contact A Guthrie  or V Singleton. 
If you would like to join our Direct Offering scheme, through the 
Envelope system, please contact Mrs Val Singleton, who is also available to give advice on Gift Aid.   
We also have a Church Memorial Fund – contributions to the treasurer, Val Singleton 
We are a pastorate together with Egerton URC and Red Lane URC 
We are a member of Churches Together in Astley Bridge. 

  
  



WHAT’S ON AT BANK TOP? 

At Bank Top you’ll find something for everyone.  So, don’t be lonely and stay at home on your 
own, you are always welcome here!   Have a look below; think about learning new skills or ask if 

you can help – we always need helpers!   We are always pleased to see new faces. 

                             
 
 
  
  
 

 
 
 
 

Family Bible Readings 

3rd December – Mark 13:24-37  
10th December – Mark 1:1-8  
17th December – John 1:6-8, 19-28  
24th December – Luke 1:26-38 
25th December— TBC 
31st December—Luke 2:22-40   
  
7th January  – Mark 1:4-11  
14th January  – John 1:43-51  
21st January  – Mark 1:14-20  
28th January  – Mark 1:21-28  
  
4th February – Mark 1:29-39  
11th February  – Mark 9:2-9  
18th February  – Mark 1:9-15  
25th February – Mark 8:31-38  

Flower List 
 
Dec 2017 
3rd.    Ann, Alex, Carol & Jessica 
10th.  Pauline Birch 
17th.  Christine Catherall 
24th.  Maureen & Syd Roocroft 
30th.  VACANT  
 
January 2018 
7th.    Heather & Andy Guthrie 
14th.  Ali Spence 
21st.  Pat McNulty 
28th.  Christine Counsell 
 
February 2018 
4th.    Jill Partington 
11th.  The Owens???? 
18th.   In Memory of Phyllis Walsh 
25th.   Val Singleton  

Sunday 10.30am – 
11.45am 

Morning Worship incl. Sunday School 

Monday 1.00pm – 3.00pm Bank Top Artists (term time only) 

Monday 5.45pm – 7.15pm Bank Top Brownies (girls from 7-10) 

Monday 7.30pm – 9.15pm Bank Top Guides (girls from 10–15) 

Tuesday 
(2nd & 4th) 

8.00pm – 10.00pm Bible Study Group at Val’s House 

Tuesday 9.30am – 11.00am Toddler Group (term time only) 

Tuesday 6.00pm – 7.30pm The Oaks Brownies (girls from 7-10) 

Tuesday 7.45pm – 9.15pm Yoga with Jenny 

Wednesday 10.00am – 
11.15am 

Weight Watchers with Janet 

Wednesday 4.00pm – 5.00pm Theatre School for children up to 11 

Wednesday 7.00pm – 9.00pm Adult Craft Class 

Thursday 9.15am – 11.15am Moo Music (0 to 12 months – 2 classes) 
9.30-10.10 – Minis 
10.30-11.10 - Babies 

Thursday 6.00pm – 7.00pm Bank Top Rainbows (girls from 5-7) 

1st Sat of each 
month 

Bank Top Lunches 12.00noon – 1.00pm 
Main Course, Dessert and Drink £4.00/£1.50 
(children) 

Saturday Certain dates Embroiderers’ Guild 



 
  

 
       
   
   
 

Birthday wishes go to: 
        
Dec 
7 Wayne Nhandara 
13 Samuel Kinyanjui 
31 Hannah Taylor 
 
Jan 
4 Ava Chester 
10 Theodore 
Marsden 
11 Lily Spence 
13 James Astley 
21 Larissa Collier 
24 Emma Johns 
 

Feb 
8 Penny Kemp 
17 Oliver Matkin 
25 Lucy Chester 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
           

 
 
 
 
 

   

   

   

   

   

      

   

   

   

   

      

   

   

   

   

      

   

   

   

  

If for any reason your name is against a date that you can not make, please try 
to swap with someone else on the rota. 
 
IF YOU ARE NOT ON THE CLEANING ROTA AND ARE ABLE TO 
HELP, PLEASE SEE CHRISTINE COUNSELL.  REMEMBER THE MORE 
VOLUNTEERS WE HAVE, THE LESS TIMES WE ALL HAVE TO 
CLEAN 
THANK YOU 

   

Dec 1st
 P McNulty & C Counsell 

  8th
 G Naylor & D Canham 

  15th
 Heather 

  22nd
 L Ridyard & G Brown 

  29th
 V Constantine 

      

Jan ‘18 5th
 C Ridout & A Hardman 

  12th
 A Myers & I Larkin 

  19th
 V Singleton & M Batty 

  26th
 C Catherall & M Flitcroft 

      

Feb 2nd
 P McNulty & C Counsell 

  9th
 G Naylor & D Canham 

  16th
 Heather 

  23rd  L Ridyard & G Brown 

      

Mar 2nd
 V Constantine 

  9th
 C Ridout & A Hardman 

  16th
 A Myers & I Larkin 

  23rd
 V Singleton & M Batty 

  30th
 C Catherall & M Flitcroft 

DATES   Bank Top Cleaning Rota 



From our church 
 

Beatitudes for a local church 
 

Blessed are those who don't use tears to measure true feelings; 
Blessed are those who stifle the urge to say 'I understand' - when they don't; 
Blessed are those who hear with their hearts and not their minds; 
Blessed are those who resist a quick comforting answer; 
Blessed are those who allow the sorrowing enough time to heal; 
Blessed are those who keep unsought advice to themselves; 
Blessed are those who allow the bereaved to remember those still fresh in their hearts; 
Blessed are those who still keep contact when the crowd has dwindled; 
Blessed are those who, admitting their discomfort, put it aside to help others; 
Blessed are those who handle fragile sorrow with an understanding heart;  
Blessed are those who carry on caring even when they don't feel like it. 
 
Source Unknown, taken from Called To Praise   Donald Hilton and kindly provided by Andy fol-
lowing a recent service where he used this prayer. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The welcome found at the entrance 
to Coventry Cathedral. Hopefully 
people arriving at Bank Top for the 
first time feel as warm a welcome
    
From Andy again but this time from 
www.thechurchsofa.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a poem, prayer or blessing you would like to share with us all in the 
next magazine, please pass it to Christine Counsell or Ali Spence. 
 



Notices and news from the congregation 
Bereavements 
Ken Lancaster sadly passed away in November after another recent illness and stay in hospital.  
He will be sadly missed by all family, friends and the congregation here at church.  Bessie has 
also been unwell recently and after a brief return home, John  and family made the decision 
that she needed more round the clock care and so she has now moved up to the Old Vicarage.  
Bessie, John, Julie and Hannah remain in our prayers. 
 
November also saw the sad passing of Eleanor Lyons and Bill Laithwaite.  Both families remain in 
our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Welcome back! 
It has been lovely to welcome Ada and Geoff back to church recently; we’re so glad you’re both 
well enough to join us again. 
 
Advance Notice 
The service on Sunday 4th March 2018 will be led by David Canham.  During this service, Julia 
Marsden will give a presentation of her trip to Malawi in October 2017, working with the street 
children, and other people in need, with the charity Retrak for whom church supported Julia in 
raising funds in the summer.  Make a note in your diary! 
David Canham 

 
My weekend in London 
 

On the 4th November, I was very privileged to be invited to attend a 
special service of Celebration and Thanksgiving in Westminster Ab-
bey. 
 
The Service was for Scout and Guide Leaders who have been in the 
uniformed organization for over forty years; I myself having been 
guiding for fifty-one years.  The Abbey was full, with over 2,000 vol-
unteers present and it was a wonderful experience to be a part of it.  
It was attended by The Very Reverend Dr John Hall, Dean of West-
minster, and the address was given by The Reverend Dr Catherine 
Shelley.  All the readings and prayers were led by young scouts and 
guides, and the service ended when everyone renewed their Scout 
and Guide Promise and finally a rendition of the National Anthem.  
My husband, Graham, was my guest and he too enjoyed the service.   
 
On Saturday evening, we went to the Theatre to see ‘42nd’ Street, 
which as amazing.   
 
Overall it was a lovely weekend and one I shall always remember and treasure.  
Val Singleton 
 
Bolton Hospice correspondence 
After our Harvest service in September, we made our usual donation of Harvest Gifts to Bolton 
Hospice.  Sue Gooden, the Catering / Housekeeping Manager at Bolton Hospice, wrote thanking 
us once again for our very generous gifts, stating that our thoughtfulness each year is greatly 
appreciated and that they could assure us that both patients and visitors would benefit as a re-
sult. 
 
Maureen Roocroft 

 
 
 
 
 

 



BANK TOP URC 

ADVENT 
BRUNCH 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday 2nd December 

10:00am – 1:00pm 
 

£4:00 adults/£1:50 children includes: 
Egg/Bacon/Sausage Barm and  

Mince Pie/Chocolate Log and a drink 
 

Many attractions; including bottle tombola, raffle and Father Christmas  



     CHRISTMAS AT BANK TOP 
Sunday, 17

TH
 December 

nativity – 10.30am 

             carols on the garden – 5.45pm 

 
mulled wine & mince pies – 6.15pm 

           carol & christingle service – 6.30pm 

 
Sunday  24

th
 December 

Candle-light family service including communion - 4pm 

 
Christmas Day Family Service – 10.30am 

Please come and join us!!!!                                        



CHRISTMAS PARTY NITE 
At Bank Top 

 
Friday, 22nd December 

7.30pm – 11.00pm 
 

Bingo      

Family Fortunes    
 

Christmas Beetle    
 

Pastie & Peas   
 
 

Christmas Songs over the years   
 
 

Adults: £4  Children: £1.50 
 

Fun for all the family – get your tickets asap!! 



Elders & Church Meeting Dates for 2017 
 

 
 

 

Saturday Brunch Dates 
7th January 
4th February 
4th March 
1st April 
6th May 
3rd June 
1st July (VILLAGE FAIR) 
2nd September 
7th October 
4th November 
2nd December (ADVENT BRUNCH) 

 

 
Other dates for your diary 

Good Friday 14th April 
Easter Sunday 16th April 

Sermons 21st May 
Shoe Boxes 19th November 
Christingle 17th December 

 
 

Sunday 15th January Church Meeting 

Wednesday 1st February Elders Meeting 

Sunday 23rd April AGM 

Wednesday 3rd May Elders Meeting 

Wednesday 7th June Elders Meeting 

Sunday 9th July Church Meeting 

Wednesday 6th September Elders 

Sunday 15th October Church Meeting 

Wednesday 1st November Elders Meeting 



A big thank you to all those who support Bank Top  

FINANCE REPORT 

OFFERTORY       
CHANGE FOR 
CHARITY   

August       (for Water Aid)   

Cash Collection 268.67     January 10.68 

Envelope Collection 377.00     February 40.00 

Standing Orders 632.50     March 57.97 

  1278.17     April 20.90 

September       May 43.00 

Cash Collection 176.63     June 18.60 

Envelope Collection 398.55     July 27.46 

Standing Orders 652.50     August 22.08 

  1227.68     September 20.00 

October       October 31.52 

Cash Collection 376.00     November 38.45 

Envelope Collection 499.90       330.66 

Standing Orders 632.50         

  1508.40         

BRUNCHES           

September 145.65         

October 112.95         

November 201.95         

            

SHOE BOXES 62 boxes         

additional donations 130.00         

            

HARVEST           

Winterwatch 154.49         

Bolton Hospice Food         

            

50/50 CLUB           

September Cash Prize Lottery No        

J Marsden 50.00 35       

J Battersby 30.00 106       

J Marsden 20.00 36       

October           

V Singleton 50.00 12       

J Partington 30.00 33       

J Pool 20.00 54       

November           

A&R Smith 50.00 62       

A Hardman 30.00 87       

D Canham 20.00 5       



   

 
 
 
 

                             FUTURE EVENTS:  december — february  

December 

Sat 2nd 10.00-1.00pm Advent Brunch 

Sun 3rd 10.30am Morning Worship – NW Moderator, Mr Andrew 
Mills 

Sun 10th 10.30am Communion Service, Andy Guthrie 

Tue 12th 7.30pm Ladies Meal at The Wilton 

Sun 17th 10.30am 
5.45pm 
6.15pm 
6.30pm 

Nativity 
Carols on the Community Garden 
Mulled Wine & Mince Pies in Church 
Carol & Christingle Service 

Fri 22nd 7.30-11.00pm Christmas Party Nite in Church 

Sun 24th 4.00pm Candle-lit Family Service, including Communion, 
Andy Guthrie 

Mon 25th 10.30am Christmas Day Family Service, Andy 

Sun 31st 10.30am Morning Worship, Andy Guthrie 

Jan       

Sat 6th 12.00-1.00pm Brunch 

Sun 7th 10.30am Morning Worship, David Canham 

Tue 9th 8.00pm Housegroup at Val’s 

Sun 14th 10.30am 
11.30am 

Communion Service, Andy 
Church Meeting 

Sun 21st 10.30am Morning Worship, Susan Holme 

Tue 23rd 8.00pm Housegroup at Val’s 

Sun 28th 10.30am Morning Worship, The Worship Group 

Feb       

Sat 3rd 12.00-1.00pm Brunch 

Sun 4th 10.30am Morning Worship, Songs of Praise, David & 
Christine 

Wed 7th 7.30pm Elders Meeting at Andy’s 

Sun 11th 10.30am Communion Service, Andy 

Tue 13th 8.00pm Housegroup at Val’s 

Sun 18th 10.30am Morning Worship, Adrian Yapp 

Sun 25th 10.30am Morning Worship, Barry Bradshaw 

Tue 27th 8.00pm Housegroup at Val’s 


