
DecemberñFebruary 

Dear friends, 
 
 
 
In Advent we 
hear the repeated 
call to ñCome, 
Lord Jesus!ò 
 
We celebrate that 2000 years ago 
Jesus came down to live with us and 
be our Saviour but we also look for-
ward to Him coming again as King 
of Kings. 
 
We talk a lot about Him bringing 
light to dark places and there cer-
tainly seem to be a lot of dark plac-
es around at the moment. 
 
We hear of refugees on the run and 
then made unwelcome when they 
arrive on new, supposedly safe, 
shores. 
 
We see and hear of the oppression 
of people in Hong Kong and faith 
groups, of many different faiths, 
across China. 
 
In 1989 the whole world (well al-
most the whole world!) celebrated 
the fall of the Berlin Wall now, in 
the States, we hear talk of walls go-
ing up and immigrant children sepa-
rated from their families and held in 
cages. 

 
We live in a country that has vast 
riches, but so unevenly spread, we 
also have food banks feeding many 
families, even many working fami-
lies. 
 
We live in a country where a whole 
generation knows about Christmas, 
but not about Jesus. 
 
But it is not all doom and gloom, 
because we have been made an 
enormous promise! 
 
As we wait for that coming light we 
can hold onto that promise made in 
Revelation Chapter 21é 
 
A New Heaven and a New Earth 

Then I saw ña new heaven and a 

new earth,ò for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and 

there was no longer any sea. I saw 

the God, prepared as a 

bride beautifully dressed for her 

husband. And I heard a loud voice 

from the throne saying, ñLook! 

Godôs dwelling place is now among 

the people, and he will dwell with 

them. They will be his people, and 

God himself will be with them and 

be their God. óHe will wipe every 

tear from their eyes. There will be 

no more deathô or mourning or cry-

ing or pain, for the old order of 

things has passed away.ò 

He who was seated on the 

throne said, ñI am making every-

thing new!ò Then he said, ñWrite 

this down, for these words are trust-

worthy and true.ò 

He said to me: ñIt is done. I am the 

Alpha and the Omega, the Begin-

ning and the End. To the thirsty I 

will give water without cost from 

the spring of the water of life. Those 

who are victorious will inherit all 

this, and I will be their God and 

they will be my children. (NIV) 

So, be at peace  - because God loves 

you, be joyful - because Jesus saves 
you and be strong - because the Ho-
ly Spirit is with you.  Amen 

 
God bless, 
Andy and Heather 
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The light of the Christmas star to you 

The warmth of a home and hearth to you 

The cheer and good will of friends to you 

The hope of a childlike heart to you 

The joy of a thousand angels to you 

The love of the Son and 



BANK TOP CHURCH -  CONTACTS 

Church Telephone 
Number 

  593393 

Minister Vacant  

Church Leader Mr A Guthrie andyguts@gmail.com 591185 

Secretary/Treasurer Mrs V Singleton singletonv@hotmail.com  305401 

Organist ï contact Mrs A Smith 693740 

Church Hall Hire Mrs V Singleton  
 

305401 

Pulpit Supply Mrs J Skidmore 307130 

Flower Secretaries Mrs M Flitcroft  
Mrs C Rideout 

 301328 
 596360 

Choir Leader Mrs A Smith 693740 

Newsletter Editor Mrs C Counsell bert.counsell@gmail.com  591284 

Serving Elders Christine Counsell, V Constantine, Andy Guthrie, David 
Canham, Graham Naylor, Linda Rainford, Carol Rideout, 
Lynn Ridyard, Maureen Roocroft, Val Singleton, Julie Skid-
more. 

 

Sunday Worship 10.30am Morning Service and Sunday School 
Church Parade fourth Sunday of month in Jan, Sept, Nov 
and the Sermons. 
Communion during the morning service on the second Sun-
day each month 

 

Guides Monday at 7.30pm (contact Mrs V Constantine) 593034 

Bank Top Brownies Monday at 5.45pm (contact Miss E Farrell) 07770450229 

The Oaks Brownies Tuesday at 6.00pm (contact Caroline Greenen) 592594 

Rainbows Thursday at 6.00pm (contact E Robinson) 415113 

Bank Top Art Group Monday at 1.00pm (contact Mrs V Singleton) 305401 

Mother & Toddlers Tuesday from 9.30am ï 11.00am (contact Val Singleton) 305401 

Lace & Craft Group Wednesday 7.00 ï 9.00pm (contact: Jean Greer) 594127 

Theatre Works Wednesday from  4.00 -5.00 (Contact Lauren Bateman) 07999 634208 

Moosical Fun for your  
Little One 

Thursday at  9-15am -11-15am (contact Jane  ) jane@moo-
music.co.uk 

07808549965 
 

Weight Watchers Wednesday from 9:30 - 12:00 (contact Janet Lomax) 07919 251507 

 
 
 
For Baptisms, (which are held during the Morning Service), Weddings, Funerals, Sick Visiting or  
Home Communion, please contact A Guthrie  or V Singleton. 
If you would like to join our Direct Offering scheme, through the 
Envelope system, please contact Mrs Val Singleton, who is also available to give advice on Gift Aid.   
We also have a Church Memorial Fund ï contributions to the treasurer, Val Singleton 
We are a pastorate together with Egerton URC and Red Lane URC 
We are a member of Churches Together in Astley Bridge. 

  
  



WHATõS ON AT BANK TOP? 

At Bank Top youõll find something for everyone.  So, donõt be lonely and stay at home on your 
own, you are always welcome here!   Have a look below; think about learning new skills or ask if 

you can help ð we always need helpers!   We are always pleased to see new faces. 

 

                             
 
 
  
  
 

 
 
 
 

Family Bible Readings 

1st DecemberðMatthew 24:36-44    
8th Decemberð Matthew 3:1-12  
15th Decemberð Matthew 11:2-11  
22nd Decemberð Matthew 1:18-25  
29th Decemberð Matthew 2:13-23  
 
5th JanuaryðJohn 1:(1-9), 10-18  
12th JanuaryðMatthew 3:13-17  
19th Januaryð John 1:29-42  
26th Januaryð Matthew 4:12-23  
  
2nd Februaryð Matthew 5:1-12  
9th Februaryð Matthew 5:13-20  
16th Februaryð Matthew 5:21-37  
23rd Februaryð Matthew 17:1-9  
  

Flower List 

 
December 
1st.     Ann, Alex, Carol & Jess 
8th.    Pauline Birch 
13th.  Christine Catherall 
20th.  Maureen & Syd Roocroft 
27th.  Kath Blake (Eden Singers)  
 
January 
5th.    Heather & Andy Guthrie 
12th.   Ali Spence 
19th.   Pat McNulty 
27th.   Christine Counsell  
 
February 
2nd.    Jill Partington 
9th.     The Owens 
16th.    In Memory of Phyllis Walsh 
23rd.   Val Singleton  

Sunday 10.30am ð 11.45am Morning Worship incl. Sunday School 

Monday 1.00pm ð 3.00pm Bank Top Artists (term time only) 

Monday 5.45pm ð 7.15pm Bank Top Brownies (girls from 7-10) 

Monday 7.30pm ð 9.15pm Bank Top Guides (girls from 10ð15) 

  

Tuesday 9.00am ð 11.00am Toddler Group (term time only) 

Tuesday 6.00pm ð 7.30pm The Oaks Brownies (girls from 7-10) 

Tuesday 
(2nd & 4th) 

8.00pm ð 10.00pm Bible Study Group at Valõs House 

  

Wednesday 10.00am ð 11.15am Weight Watchers with Lee 

Wednesday 4.00pm ð 5.00pm Theatre School for children up to 11 

Wednesday 7.00pm ð 9.00pm Adult Craft Class 

  

Thursday 9.45am 
10.45am 

Maxi  Moo ð (award winning music & movement 
Mini Moo     classes for babies & young children               ð birth to 5 
years) 

Thursday 1.30pm ð 2.30pm Sweaty Mama (fun workouts with your child) 

Thursday 6.00pm ð 7.00pm Bank Top Rainbows (girls from 5-7) 

Thursday 7.30pm ð 9.00pm Eden Singers Choir 

  

1st Sat of 
each month 

Bank Top Lunches 12.00noon ð 1.00pm 
Main Course, Dessert and Drink Ã4.00/Ã1.50 (children) 

Saturday Certain dates Embroiderersõ Guild 



 
  

 
       
   
   
 

Birthday wishes go to: 

        
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 
If for any reason your name is against a date that you can not make, please try to swap with someone else on the rota. 
 
IF YOU ARE NOT ON THE CLEANING ROTA AND ARE ABLE TO HELP, PLEASE SEE CHRISTINE COUN-
SELL.  REMEMBER THE MORE VOLUNTEERS WE HAVE, THE LESS TIMES WE ALL HAVE TO CLEAN 

THANK YOU 
          

   

   

   

   

   

      

   

   

   

   

      

   

   

   

   

      

   

   

   

  

 
 
 

   

DATES   Bank Top Cleaning Rota 

Dec 6th Vicky 

  13th C Ridout & A Hardman 

  20th Christine Counsell 

  27th Val 
      

Jan 3rd P McNulty & C Counsell 

  10th G Naylor & D Canham 

  17th Heather 

  24th L Ridyard & G Brown 

  31st Vicky 

      

Feb 7th C Ridout & A Hardman 

  14th Val 
  21st P McNulty & C Counsell 

  28th G Naylor & D Canham 

      

Mar 6th Heather 

  13th L Ridyard & G Brown 

  20th Vicky 

  27th C Ridout & A Hardman 

      

April 3rd Val 
  10th P McNulty & C Counsell (Good Friday) 

  17th G Naylor & D Canham 

  24th Heather 
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From our church 
Some members of the congregation use the URC Daily Devotions 
and have shared pieces they have liked recently so here is another 
example of what you can receive to read in your inbox: 
 
1 Kings 21:15-29 
 
As soon as Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was dead, Jezebel said to Ahab,  
 
ôGo, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give you for money; for Naboth is 
not alive, but dead.õ  
 
As soon as Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, Ahab set out to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to 
take possession of it. Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying:  
 
òGo down to meet King Ahab of Israel, who rules in Samaria; he is now in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone 
to take possession. You shall say to him, ôThus says the Lord: Have you killed, and also taken possession?õ You shall 
say to him, ôThus says the Lord: In the place where dogs licked up the blood of Naboth, dogs will also lick up your 
blood.ó 
 
Ahab said to Elijah, 
 
ôHave you found me, O my enemy?õ  
 
He answered,  
 
ôI have found you. Because you have sold yourself to do what is evil in the sight of the Lord, I will bring disaster on 
you; I will consume you, and will cut off from Ahab every male, bond or free, in Israel; and I will make your house 
like the house of Jeroboam son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha son of Ahijah, because you have provoked me 
to anger and have caused Israel to sin. Also concerning Jezebel the Lord said, òThe dogs shall eat Jezebel within the 
bounds of Jezreel.ó  Anyone belonging to Ahab who dies in the city the dogs shall eat; and anyone of his who dies in 
the open country the birds of the air shall eat.õ (Indeed, there was no one like Ahab, who sold himself to do what 
was evil in the sight of the Lord, urged on by his wife Jezebel. He acted most abominably in going after idols, as the 
Amorites had done, whom the Lord drove out before the Israelites.)ó 
 
When Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes and put sackcloth over his bare flesh; he fasted, lay in the sack-
cloth, and went about dejectedly.  Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite:  
 
ôHave you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before me? Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not 
bring the disaster in his days; but in his sonõs days I will bring the disaster on his house.õ  
 
Reflection 
 
This passage concludes the story of how Jezebel brought about the death of Naboth, a righteous Israelite, in order to 
satisfy Ahabõs desire for a new vegetable garden beside the palace. Ahab had reluctantly accepted Nabothõs right to 
retain his familyõs inheritance ð the king had no authority to insist on compulsory purchase ð but Jezebel thought this 
made Ahab look weak. She displayed a total abuse of power, persuaded others to carry out her corrupt scheming and 
Ahabõs true weakness is demonstrated as he goes to take possession of the vineyard with no questions asked. 
 
Elijah is commissioned again as the conveyor of Godõs judgment on Ahab, making clear that he is equally guilty of 
killing Naboth by association, and because he has done nothing as king to prevent such corrupt practices. 
 
Ahab describes Elijah as an enemy. In response Elijah prophesies the downfall of Ahab, his dynasty and a particularly 
gruesome end for Jezebel, because Ahab has sinned and caused Israel to sin. Ethics have been cast aside and evil at 
the top level of Israelõs society has poisoned the whole. The severity of the punishment reflects the need to remove 
all the corrupting forces and make a fresh start. 
 
Ahabõs repentance brings a stay of execution until the next generation; but he makes no attempt to eradicate the 
insidious evil or restore justice. He is presented as dejected and powerless while Israel drifts further from the ways 
of God. 
 
As Christians we believe that God is able to redeem the worst imaginable situation and forgives anyone who is truly 
repentant; but this story challenges us to realise that societal corruption and acts of blatant injustice are an affront 
to God. We become complicit if we fail to name as evil oppressive structures and corrupt practices that undermine a 
just society. 
 
Prayer 
 
Gracious God, you demand high standards of righteousness and justice and we confess that often we fail to live up to 
your expectations. We are sorry for trying to lay the blame elsewhere for societal sin. Draw us back to the example 
of Jesus, who has shown us how to live as your children, that with renewed zeal we might work with Christ for the 
coming of your kingdom. Amen  
 
 



From our church 
Some poems shared by Mareen Roocroft: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you have a poem, prayer or blessing you 
would like to share with us all in the next magazine, please pass it to Christine 



Notices from our church 
 

  

      
Our Toy Service 
 
When we decided to change our Samaritans Purse service to collecting toys 
for Bolton Lions, I started to worry that we wouldnõt have many toys col-
lected.  
 
How wrong was I? 
 
For weeks before, people were coming in with bags full and, on the 17th 
November, we had a lovely display and more toys arrived with Rainbows, 
Brownies and Guides.  Many thanks to all who donated toys.  Iõm sure they 
will make lots of children happy on Christmas morning! 
 
Mr John Crompton, the Treasurer of Bolton Lions, came to receive the gifts 
that will go to the children who are on the lists supplied by Social Services, 
Schools and Churches.  He was thrilled with the amount collected and to us 
that each child will receive five or six gifts. 
 
That day, our service was led by our Wonderful Worship Group. 
 

Our Worship 
 
Speaking of Worship, I think we should say a very big thank-you to Andy 
and other members of our congregation who lead our worship each week. 
 
When Rev George left, we wondered how we would survive as a church with-
out a minister.  Each week our pulpit is filled with inspiring messages.  
THANK-YOU! 
 
Thanks for reading, 
Maureen Roocroft 
 
PS Christmas is coming . . . AND lots of cards in enve-
olopes with STAMPS! Please could I ask you to save the 
stamps and bring them to me in churchñthey can go to 
charity. 
 
Thanks again, 
MR 



Notices from our church 


