
Dear Friends

Or lock-down bunnies, whichever you prefer!
As I write this we may be 

a) heading towards the lifting of the lockdown or
b) heading towards a pre-school lockdown for those of us 50+ years old or
c) heading towards Barnard Castle for an eye test or
d) planning hibernation until March 2021.

The only way we can tell what will happen here is to ask: “What’s Nicola done this afternoon?” and that 
will give you tomorrow’s plans for us. Oh to be in Scotland now that autumn’s here!!

As you’ll know from Val’s update, we’re trying to keep in touch with you all, whether it’s by Zoom, in 
church, email, post  (yes, post!!!) or by visits from Val and others. If you know of anyone who’s been or is 
being missed out then please shout out. Do tell me or Val.
The United Reformed Church is spending a lot of time thinking about “what’s next?” and what the new 
normal will be for the wider church.
We however also want to focus on next week and the weeks after. Keeping in touch with you so that you 
know you’re not on your own in these strange times. I fear the new normal is some way off.
What’s been interesting (well to me anyway!!) is that the lectionary of weekly bible readings, which was 
devised years ago, and is currently throwing a lot of psalms and readings from Isaiah at us.  With the 
Children of Israel’s torrid Old Testament history it’s not surprising that they needed a lot of encouragement 
for surviving dark times.
So this week we had Isaiah 51: 1 The Lord says, "Listen to me, you that want to be saved, you that come to 
me for help. Think of the rock from which you came, the quarry from which you were cut. 2 Think of your 
ancestor, Abraham, and of Sarah, from whom you are descended. When I called Abraham, he was childless, 
but I blessed him and gave him children; I made his descendants numerous. 3 "I will show compassion to 
Jerusalem, to all who live in her ruins. Though her land is a desert, I will make it a garden, like the garden I 
planted in Eden. Joy and gladness will be there, and songs of praise and thanks to me. 4 "Listen to me, my 
people, listen to what I say: I give my teaching to the nations; my laws will bring them light. 5 I will come 
quickly and save them; the time of my victory is near. I myself will rule over the nations. Distant lands wait 
for me to come; they wait with hope for me to save 
them. 

And especially in these dark days we should 
not forget the words from John 1:5 "The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it." Never better symbolised by the sun 
catching the cross in a smouldering Notre- Dame 
in April last year.

God Bless and watch over you all                                                   Andy & Heather



A message from your Secretary/Treasurer     

Hi all,
Hope everyone is keeping OK.  It’s been a long time now since we all met together in church and, the 
longer we are in this lockdown situation, the more chance we have of becoming depressed, bored, 
irritable, sad, reclusive etc, etc, etc.  I know that I personally have suffered quite a few of these feelings and 
emotions recently.  It certainly doesn’t help when we see television coverage of mass gatherings at raves, 
funerals and weddings; especially when we are doing our best to keep to the government guidelines!   I do 
have a confession to make here – no….. I haven’t been to a rave (maybe a bit too old for that now!), but I 
did hug my granddaughter Lucy, when she got her GCSE results.  I just couldn’t resist the urge and I am not 
going to apologise because it was a spur of the minute thing and I did feel better after the hug.  But I am 
now back on it – keeping to the rules, and I think we all should, for as long as it takes, because the sooner 
we can get rid of this nasty virus, then the sooner we can get on with our lives.

As we have made the decision not to publish a full Church Newsletter for this quarter, (mainly because we 
don’t know what’s going to happen!) I thought it would be a good idea to share some details on how our 
finances are doing during this difficult time.  But, before I go into any details, I would like to say a huge 
thank you to all our members who have been so very generous throughout the last few months.  Standing 
Orders have continued to be paid through the Bank and we have even had some new members who have 
started to use the Standing Order method of giving.  I have had quite a lot of envelopes handed to me and I 
have also had quite a few very generous donations.  

If you look at the figures below, you will notice that I have done a comparison between last years figures 
up to the end of August and this year’s.  You can see that, although the cash collections and envelope 
collections are down by £600, the Standing Orders are up by £1,161.  I haven’t yet done the Gift Aid Claim, 
but I have estimated it to be approximately £3,950, which is slightly up on last year.  The total offertory is 
therefore up by £637 to the end of August.  In addition to this we have donations of £650, making a total 
of £1,287.  This is a truly wonderful position to be in at this difficult time.

However, looking at the other figures you will see that we are £2,164 down on Lettings, and this figure will 
continue to rise until such a time when we can welcome all sessions back into church.  At the moment only 
Weightwatchers are back in.  We have also suffered a loss of £2,653 due the cancellation of this year’s  
Village Fair (which is our main fundraising event of the year), and a loss on Brunches since April of £507.  
You can see from the figures that this brings the total loss to £4,037, and this will continue to rise.

During the lockdown we had a new boiler fitted (the old one had a fault on it and was over ten years old 
and had recently become inefficient) at a cost of £1,600; and a new Fire Alarm (the old one was fitted 
before the Ark!!!) at a cost of £4,316.  This spend of £5,916 will be refunded to us from Synod when we 
receive our share of the sale of the Manse, which will be  £6,600.

Obviously the longer we are in a lockdown situation then the more money we will stand to lose.  But, 
currently the situation is far from critical, and that’s thanks to your generosity.   I hope that everyone will 
continue to support church financially as they have been doing and that is all that I ask.  If anyone using the 
envelope system has not yet returned any to me, you can drop by at my house at any time, or drop them 
off at church on a Sunday.

As you know, our chosen charity this year is Zac’s Youth Bars and you will notice if you look at the figures 
below that up to now we have only raised £61.  This is because we only collected in Change for Charity jars 
for January, February and March.  I do realise that during the last six months we have become more of a 
cashless society, but if anyone has managed to collect loose change and would like to drop it off, I will bank 



it next time I go into town.  There has been an article in the Bolton News highlighting the need for more 
funding for Zac’s, so I do urge you to try and save any loose change you get.

COMPARISONS IN INCOME 
(from Jan-Aug)     

     

 2019 2020 Difference  

Cash Collection 1483 1187 -296  

Envelope Collection 3251 2947 -304  

Standing Orders 5610 6771 1161  

Gift Aid 3874 3950 76 Claim not yet done

TOTAL OFFERINGS 14218 14855 637  

Donations 0 650 650  

Lettings 4188 2024 -2164  

Village Fair 2653 0 -2653  

Brunches 1067 560 -507  

50/50 800 800 0  

TOTALS 22926 18889 -4037  

     

New Fire Alarm System   4,316  

New Boiler   1,600  

Covered by sale of Manse   5,916  

 

Change for Charity - going to 
Zac's Youth Bars 720 61 -659  

Church has been open on Sunday mornings for several weeks now and the services are going well.  We can 
only accommodate twenty people, plus the two Serving Elders on duty and the person(s) leading the 
service.  Up to now this has worked and we are yet to reach twenty, with the average congregation being 
around 12-16.  Andy Zooms in from church (not literally) and those in church can see people participating 
from home on the big screen – making us all feel connected.   And the singing?   Well ….. the singing makes 
for a good laugh and keeps those at church entertained with the twenty or something part harmonies!!

I will continue to email the Synod Sunday Services each month (or deliver to those not on email) and pass 
on Ruth Watson’s reflections, and I hope that our little band of Carers are doing their bit by keeping in 
touch with everyone on their lists.  In the meantime please keep safe and if you have any problems, or 
know of someone else who has needs, please don’t hesitate to contact me or Andy and we will do our best 
to sort out the problem.  I look forward to the time when we can all worship together.

Love and Blessings,  
Val Singleton

(Val: 01204 305401;  Andy: 01204 591185)
P.S.
In the absence of our monthly Brunches, we are still continuing to draw the 50/50 each month.  If you 

haven’t had a visit from me – then you haven’t won! 



CHURCH CLEANING

Although Church is currently only open on Sunday (for worship) and Wednesday (for Weight Watchers), we 
think that the time is right for the cleaning rota to recommence.  Now come on; you’ve had a good rest!!! 
And, from September, we will hopefully see some of our lettings beginning to return.  Church was given a 
deep clean at the start of lockdown and we have been wiping areas that have been in use; such as door 
handles, light switches, chairs, disabled toilet etc.  But, the main hall hasn’t been dusted, carpets haven’t 
been hoovered in a while and kitchen and bathroom floors have not been mopped.  The kitchen is 
currently out of use except for Elders and our Flower lady, but this would also benefit from a wipe over of 
the surfaces.  Please check the rota below to see when you’re on.  Thank you.

September   4
th

Graham and Linda

11
th

Heather

18
th

Lynn and Glynis

25
th

Vicky

October   2
nd

Carol and Ann

  9
th

Val

16
th

Pat and Christine

23
rd

Graham and Linda

30
th

Heather

November   6
th

Brunch?

13
th

Lynn and Glynis

20
th

Vicky

27
th

Carol and Ann

December   4
th

Advent Brunch?

11
th

Val

18
th

Pat and Christine

25
th

Graham and Linda

FAMILY BIBLE READINGS  

Sept   6th Matthew 18:15-20 Nov   1st Matthew 5:1-12
13th Matthew 18:21-35   8th Matthew 25:1-13
20th Philippians 1:21-30 15th Matthew 25:14-30
27th Philippians 2:1-13 22nd Matthew 25:31-46

Oct   4th Philippians 3:4b-14 29th Mark 13:24-37
11th Philippians 4:1-9 Dec   6th Mark 1:1-8
18th 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 13th John 1:6-8, 19-28
25th 1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 20th Luke 1:26-38

25th Luke 2:20



FLOWERS IN CHURCH   

A huge thanks to Carol, who has continued to do flowers every week since Lockdown.  We do appreciate it.  And also, thank you 
to all those people who have continued to give Carol money for flowers during this time.  From September we will start to follow 
the rota again.  Please check below to see when you are on flowers.  Thank you.

JULY 
2020

NAME AUG 
2020

NAME SEPT 
2020

NAME

5th Mr & Mrs Warburton 2nd Andy & Heather Guthrie 6th Vicky Constantine
12th Jill Partington 9th Ann, Alex, Carol & Jess 13th Jean Short
19th In Memory of 

Gladys Yates
16th Phil Seddon 20th In Memory of Phyllis 

Walsh 
26th Kath Dean 23rd Margaret Taylor & 

Ruth Butcher
27th Val & Jill

30th VACANT

OCT 
2020

NAME NOV 
2020

NAME DEC 
2020

NAME

4th Ann & Richard Smith 1st Marian & Harry Batty
11th Vicky Constantine 8th Muriel Brown 6th Pauline Birch
18th In Memory of Clarice 

Bickerstaff
15th Julie Skidmore 13th Christine Catherall

25th In Memory of
 Kath Tyldesley

22nd Ali Spence 20th Maureen & Syd Roocroft

29th Ann, Alex, Carol & Jess 27th Kath Blake

If you would like to put flowers in Church please put your name on the list against a vacant Sunday or speak to Maureen Flitcroft 
or Carol Rideout.  If you know of anyone who’s unwell, feeling down or just needs cheering up please let Maureen, Carol, Church 

elder or anyone in church know on Sunday and we’ll ensure that they get flowers from the communion table.  
Contact numbers for Maureen is 01204 301328 and Carol is 01204 596360.

Funny Stories

The vicar of a church was visiting an aged and ailing 

pensioner.  She fixed him with a stern gaze.  “When 

I die, vicar,” she insisted, “I want you to take my 

funeral.  I can’t hear that young curate at all.”

A clergyman on holiday called at a farm and asked for a drink.  He 

was given a bowl of milk.  He noticed a pig watching very intently 

and remarked that it must be a very intelligent animal.  “Do you 

think he knows I’m a stranger?” he asked.

“No, reverend,” said the farmer, “but he knows that you’re using 

his bowl.”

A boat crashed onto the rocks and began to sink.

“Does anyone know how to pray?” shouted the skipper.

“Yes, I do,” cried a zealous Christian, leaping to his feet.

“Good,” said the skipper.  “you pray, the rest of us will put on 

our life-jackets.  We’re one short.”

A choice of Prayers:

Church of England

“O Lord, grant that we may not be like porridge – 

stiff, stodgy and hard to stir; but more like 

cornflakes – crisp, fresh and ready to serve.”

Church of Scotland

“O Lord, grant that we may not be like cornflakes – 

lightweight, empty and cold; but more like porridge – 

warm, comforting and full of natural goodness.”



And, finally; a thank you message from the Treasurer of the URC

From:    Ian Hardie, Treasurer of the United Reformed Church      August 2000
                and John Piper, Deputy Treasurer
 
To:          The members and friends of all our 1,400 URC congregations
 
‘THANK YOU’ for your unique and vital contribution to the life of the United Reformed Church, and for the work of 
the kingdom which we are able to do together in God’s name
 
We are living through an extraordinary and challenging time – a very anxious time for everyone; a difficult time for 
many; and a time of suffering and loss for some.  Yet, the main purpose of this letter is to say ‘thank you’ to each of 
you for all that you have done for the Church in the past; for all that you continue to do even in these difficult times; 
and for what you will do in the future.
 
As we are treasurers, you will not be surprised that the focus of this letter is on finance.  But we recognise that 
finance is only a means to the end which is our doing of God’s work together.
 
‘Thank you’ for your giving to your local church.  Financially, this giving is the lifeblood of your own church and of 
the whole United Reformed Church across England, Scotland and Wales.  It is this personal giving that enables your 
local church treasurer to pay your church’s bills.  Typically, the largest of those ‘bills’ is the contribution your local 
church pays to the URC Ministry and Mission Fund.  This Fund meets the central costs of the United Reformed 
Church.  The total budget is around £20 million and is approved each year by Mission Council.  Over 80% of this 
money is spent on ministers and church related community workers – their training, stipends and pensions.  But the 
other 20% also achieves an enormous amount on behalf of us all.  General Assembly 2020 was severely constrained 
because of the Covid-19 lockdown, but the reports written for General Assembly are available on the URC website, 
and they paint pictures of all the work that has been done in our name over the last two years and much of that 
work is ongoing.
  
‘Thank you’ for your giving and the giving of your local church last year.  In 2019, over £19.4 million was given by 
local churches and synods to the Ministry and Mission Fund.  The total contributions from local churches reduced 
very slightly but the average giving per member has, once again and remarkably, gone up by more than inflation.
 
‘Thank you’ for your continued giving this year.  We fully understand that circumstances this year are difficult.  
Most local churches have been unable to meet for over five months.  We have not had the usual opportunities to 
make our offerings for the work of the Church.  But most of the costs of the local church and of the denomination 
have not reduced and some have increased as a consequence of the pandemic.  We are also aware that some have 
lost income or work this year and are therefore in great financial difficulty.  But there are others on fixed incomes 
who are actually better off than they might otherwise have been.  So, please continue to give what you can in 
whatever way you can – or save it up until you can hand it over.       
 
Any giving of ours is a response to the amazing generosity and love of God which we see in Jesus.    Nevertheless, it 
is important for us to say ‘thank you’ to each and all of you.
 
If you have any questions or comments arising from this letter then please speak to your church treasurer, who has 
been provided with more detailed information.  If they are not able to help directly then they can get in touch with 
the finance team at Church House.
 
Yours in Christ, Ian and John


